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Promoting the Health of Refugees and Migrants 


[AGREED ad ref] 


Draft resolution proposed by Argentina, Haiti, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Switzerland, Thailand and Turkey 


The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report on promoting the health of migrants, [AGREED ad ref] 


RECOMMENDS to the Seventieth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 


resolution: 


WHA70 RESOLUTION on Promoting the Health of Refugees and Migrants [AGREED ad ref] 


The Seventieth World Health Assembly, 


PP1 Having considered the report on Promoting the Health of Migrants (EB140/24); 
[AGREED ad ref] 


PP2 Recalling the United Nations General Assembly resolutions 65/170 of 20 December 
2010, 67/219 of 21 December 2012 and 69/229 of 19 December 2014 on international migration 
and development, as well as 68/4 of 3 October 2013, by which it adopted the Declaration of the 
High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Development, underlining the positive 
contribution of international migration and its multidimensional aspects; [AGREED ad ref] 


PP3 Reaffirming the New York Declaration for refugees and migrants as adopted at the 
70th UNGA on 19 September 2016 in resolution 71/1, and its two annexes which outline the 
political commitments and the elements to be considered for the formulation of the Global 
Compact on Refugees and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration; 
[AGREED ad ref] 


PP3 bis Recalling the international legal framework applicable to refugees including the 


1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, and relevant 
resolutions and conclusions of international bodies relating to the rights of refugees in respect of 


! Document EB 140/24. 
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health, including Conclusions adopted by the Executive Committee of UNHCR. [AGREED ad 
ref] 


[PP3 ter Taking note of the report of the Secretary General of the United Nations on the 
outcome of the World Humanitarian Summit (A/71/353);] 


PP4 Recognizing that the International Health Regulations (2005) include provisions 
relating to international passenger transport; [AGREED ad ref] 


PP5 Recalling resolutions WHA57.19 (2004) and WHAS58.17 (2005) on international 
migration of health personnel: a challenge for health systems in developing countries, which 
called for support to the strengthening of health systems, in particular human resources for 
health; [AGREED ad ref] 


PP6 Recalling resolution WHA61.17 (2008) on health of migrants; [AGREED ad ref] 


PP7 Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, 
in which Member States adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, made the 
commitment to work for its full implementation, and pledged that “no one should be left 
behind”, [paying particular attention to Universal Health Coverage](DEL); 


PP8 [Reaffirming the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights 
which is legally binding to all the parties to the convention] (DEL); [Co-Chairs to submit 
proposal that incorporates PP8 and PP10 and the reference in PP11] 


PP9 Recalling Article 2 the Constitution of the World Health Organization which states 
that “the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the fundamental rights 
of every human being without distinction of race, religion, political beliefs, economic or social 
condition”; [AGREED ad ref] 


PP10 (DELETED) [AGREED ad ref] 


[PP11 [Noting [Article 28 of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights 
of All Migrant Workers and Members’ of Their Families, which 
[stipulates ](DEL)/[recognizes]](DEL) [that migrant workers and members of their families shall 
have the right to receive any medical care that is urgently required for the preservation of their 
life or the avoidance of irreparable harm to their health on the basis of equality of treatment with 
nationals of the State concerned; and that such emergency medical care shall not be refused 
them by reason of any irregularity with regard to stay or employment];(DEL) [Co-Chairs to 
submit proposal regarding right of migrant workers to medical care] 


PP12 Recalling resolution WHA69.24 (2016), in which the Health Assembly adopted the 
framework on integrated people-centred health services; [AGREED ad ref] 


[PP13 Recalling [previous WHO decisions and noting WHO events in the field of health 
and migration (footnote to resolutions...) |/Noting the [WHO EURO](DEL)High-level meeting 
on Refugee and Migrant Health, [held in Rome on 23 and 24 November 2015, with the 
participation of representatives of Member States from the WHO African, European and 
Eastern Mediterranean regions], and its outcome document, Stepping up action on refugee 
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and migrant health [which took place in Rome on 23-24 November 2015, with the 
participation of representatives of WHO EMRO and WHO AFRO];(DEL) 


PP14 Taking into account [regional efforts such as][/Noting [the lessons learned from] 
(DEL) the Regional Resolutions [endorsed](DEL) / [adopted] (to revise which is the 
appropriate governance term) in 2016 by Regional Committees of Americas;MRO](DEL) 
(Resolution CD55.R13) and Europe [URO] (DEL) (EUR/RC66/R6) [in 2016 ](DEL) [expand 
on or delete references to CD55.R13 / EUR/RC66/R6]]; ] (Keep resolutions in single 
paragraph) 


[Co-Chairs to make proposal on references to regional meetings and resolutions | 


PP15 [Bearing in mind the results from the Global Forum on Migration and 
Development (GFMD), held in Dhaka, Bangladesh, from 10-12 December 2016; 
particularly the Background Paper Roundtable 2.2 on Protection of Migrants in all 
situations, regarding vulnerability situations of migrants, which include the lack of access 
to health](DEL) 


PP16 [Place holder: possible references to the 2nd Global Consultation on the health 
of migrants in Sri Lanka: 21-23 February 2017](DEL) 


PP17 Recognizing the need for WHO to consider the health needs of [migrants and 
refugees] / [refugees and migrants] in the framework of the broader and multidimensional 
agenda on migration and development, which [takes](DEL)[meeds to take] into account the 
[increasing](DEL) [specific] health risks that [vulnerable] [some](DEL) groups of [migrants 
and refugees] / [refugees and migrants] experience; 


PP18 Recognizing the need for additional data on the health of [migrants and refugees] 
/ [refugees and migrants] [health](DEL) and their access to health care in order to substantiate 
evidence-based policies; 


PP19 Taking into account the need to develop [intersectoral] (DEL) / [evidence-based] 
[multisectoral] policies in order to tackle the determinants of migrants’ health and protect their 
health; 


PP20 Mindful of the role of health in promoting social inclusion; 


PP21 Acknowledging that the health of [migrants and refugees] / [refugees and 
migrants] is an important public health matter for [which] both Member States and [the work 
of](DEL) the WHO Secretariat [have a need to formulate and implement strategies to 
improve health outcomes] 


[PP21bis: Stressing the fact that insufficient health care for migrants increases 
health risks not only for migrants but also for the rest of the population in states of transit 
and destination]. 


PP22 Noting as well commitments on the welfare of refugees and the contributions 
the WHO at all levels can make in coordinating with other lead organizations in 
addressing the public health dimension, taking into account different national realities, 
capacities and levels of development and respecting national policies and priorities. }; 
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PP23 [Noting that Member States need to formulate and implement strategies for 
improving the health of [migrants and refugees] / [refugees and migrants] (DEL) 


PP24 Noting that [public health] policies on the health of [migrants and refugees] / 
[refugees and migrants] should be responsive to the specific health needs of [person in 
vulnerable situations[refugees and migrants]] [refugees and migrants](DEL) [including 
migrants and refugees] / [refugees and migrants] [vulnerable persons] [DEL: vulnerable 
persons], [such as children, unaccompanied children, girls, adolescents, pregnant women, 
people with disability, [victims of torture or other traumatic experiences] and the 
elderly ](DEL); 


PP25 Recognizing the contribution that health policies can make to the development and 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals as well as to achieving the health-related 
commitments specified in the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants; 


PP26 Affirming the need to strengthen collaboration and coordination among the key 
stakeholders within the health sector, as well as intersectoral action with [other](DEL) sectors 
[that are](DEL) that are involved in the management of migration, [and whose interventions 
and policies have public health implications][DEL], using whole-of-government, whole-of- 
society and health-in-all-policies approaches; 


[P 26 bis: “Acknowledging the importance of the work of IOM and UNHCR as 
leading global agencies in the field of migration and refugees and stressing the need for 
WHO to develop its response to health aspects of migration in close cooperation with them 
and other relevant actors”] 


PP27 [Recalling human rights council resolution A/HCR/26/21 on the promotion on 
the right of migrants to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and 
mental health that encourages states to promote equitable access to health services, disease 
prevention and care for migrants, subject to national laws and practice, without 
discrimination of any kind.] 


PP28 [Stressing the importance of international solidarity and burden- and 
responsibility-sharing on refugees’ health,] (DEL) 


THE 70TH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 


OP1 1. URGES Member States [add FOOTNOTE: [And, where applicable, regional 
economic integration organizations](DEL)[as appropriate to their context, priorities, and 
institutional and legal frameworks]: 


(1) to develop and implement migrat[ion]-responsive health policies [and migrant 
sensitive health systems ] that [adequately] address [the health issues involved in 
[complete] migration] [process](DEL); [suggestion to identify which policies | 


(2) to strengthen [their] health policies and systems, as appropriate to their context, 
priorities, and institutional and legal frameworks, in order to: 


(a) promote universal health coverage and universal access to essential, quality 
health services, subject to national laws and practice, without discrimination [[of 
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any kind] [STOP HERE] / [on the basis of gender, age, religion, national origin 
or race] [or migration status] [sexual orientation, gender identity and 
disability] [race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, property, birth or other status] (DEL); | 


(b) establish [cross-sectoral((DEL) [and strengthen as appropriate 
multisectoral] health information systems in order to assess and analyse trends in 
migrants’? and refugees’ health, disaggregating health information by relevant 
categories; [alternative formulation: or add enhance/strengthen existing health 
information systems...] or [alternative formulation: enhance/strengthen 
existing health information systems...] 


(c) devise mechanisms for improving the health of all populations, including 
migrants and refugees, in particular through identifying and filling gaps in 
integrated, people-centered quality health service delivery; 


[(c) bis. Ensure specific attention is given towards addressing sexual and 
reproductive health care of refugee and migrant women and girls, especially 
those facing violence and abuse;] 


(d) identify, collect and disseminate [best] / [good] (DEL), practices and 
[experience](DEL) [lessons learned] [in addressing the health needs of] [for 
meeting] (DEL), refugees’ and migrants’ [health needs] (DEL) in countries of 
[origin] (DEL) RETAIN, transit and destination; 


(e) raise the cultural [, religious] and gender sensitivity of health service 
providers and professionals to migrants’ and refugees’ health issues; 


[Proposal: “raise health service providers’ and professionals’ sensitivity to 
specific cultural and gender aspects of treating migrant patients” ] 


(f) train health professionals to deal with the health issues associated with 
[population movements] (DEL) [refugees and migrants / migrants and 
refugees], including the specific health needs of [persons in vulnerable 
situations] [vulnerable persons(DEL)]. 


(g) promote bilateral and multilateral cooperation on migrants and refugees’ 
health among [all affected] countries [involved in] [DEL] [any aspect of](DEL) 
the [whole](DEL) migratory process [and cooperate in conjunction with WHO 
in efforts to [lighten the burden in this regard of States that have received 
large numbers of refugees;] (DEL) [support refugee hosting countries and 
communities in this regard] [Placement to be defined, possibly as OP1.3. | 


(hb) [accelerate progress towards universal health coverage and the 
Sustainable Development Goals by ensuring equitable access to health 
workers within strengthened health systems] [contribute to the reduction of 
the [global](DEL) deficit [add reference to source / reference directly High- 
Level Commission on Health Employment and Economic Growth] of health 
professionals [in many regions of the world] due to migration and its 
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consequences on the sustainability of health systems and the attainment of the 
Sustainable Development Goals;](DEL) 


[OP 1.3 : to communicate with the general public on the low public health risk that 
migration constitutes] 


OP2 2. REQUESTS the Director-General: 


(1) to develop with the full participation of Member States [add FOOTNOTE: And, 
where applicable, regional economic integration organizations] and in cooperation 
with other relevant stakeholders [such as IOM and UNHCR]; a [draft] Global 
Framework and Action Plan on Health of Migrants and Refugees, for consideration by 
the Seventy-First World Health Assembly, [to be adopted by the Seventy-second] 
/[Third] World Health Assembly] [through the Executive Board at its 142nd session] 
(DEL) / (Retain); 


(2) to support Member States and partners in achieving the health-related 
commitments as outlined in the New York Declaration [for Refugees and Migrants] 
[and together with IOM and UNHCR and other relevant UN agencies to ensure that 
health is sufficiently addressed] in the development in the development of the global 
compact[s] on refugees and [migrants] / [the global compact for safe, orderly and 
regular migration] [to ensure that health is sufficiently addressed] [(DEL)]. 


[2.2 bis to engage with relevant UN organisations to ensure that health aspects 
are adequately addressed in the development of the Global Compact[s] on Refugees 
and [Migrants]] 


(3) to conduct [in close cooperation with Regional Directors] a situation analysis 
and identify and collect experiences and lessons learned on migration and health in 
each region in order to provide inputs for the development of the global framework and 
action plan on the health of migrants and refugees. 


(4) to promote migrants’ and refugees’ health on the global health agenda and debate 
in coordination and collaboration with Member States, [the International Organization 
for Migration, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and other 
relevant international and regional organizations] [the Global Migration Group 
(GMG)] (DEL) [and other relevant international organizations] [in the context of 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development] in order to: 


(a) promote the inclusion of [migrants and refugees] / [refugees and 
migrants] in the development of [local,])(DEL) regional, national [and local] 
health strategies and plans, where appropriate and according to national priorities 
and legislations; [their context, priorities, and institutional and legal frameworks] 
[national priorities and legislations] (DEL) [national priorities and legislations] 
(DEL). 


(b) strengthen [multisectoral][inter-sectoral] (DEL), intersectoral, 
[intercountry](DEL) [cross border] and interagency coordination and 
collaboration mechanisms to achieve synergies and [increase] efficiency, including 
within the United Nations system, and other stakeholders working towards 
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improving the health of migrants and refugees in countries of [origin][DEL], 
transit and destination. 


(c) analyse the major challenges [to health] / [of access to health] associated 
with migration [and forced displacement] (DEL); 


(d) support the development of regional and national assessments of [refugees’ 
and migrants’ / [migrants’| health status and access to health care; 


(e) [help to)(DEL) collect and [disseminate](DEL)[share] data and 
information on migrants and refugee’s health [subject to](DEL) [as appropriate, 
while respecting national legislation and] regulations on confidentiality and 
protection of personal data; [Suggestion to phrase it as an aim: ensure that 
health professionals have access to data...] 


(f) promote dialogue and cooperation on migrants’ and [refugees](DEL)’ 
health among all Member States’ involved in the migratory process, with a view to 
strengthening health systems capacity in countries of origin, transit and destination, 
[with particular attention to developing countries] DEL; [Suggest to move 
down to after 2.4 (h)]. 


[(g) promote exchange of health information of migrants and refugees and 
good practices, nationally, regionally and internationally, making use of 
modern information technology, subject to regulations on confidentiality and 
protection of personal data. [Delete whole paragraph.] 


(h) promote the exchange of information, lessons learned and 
[good](DEL)[best] good practices through networks of collaborating centres, 
academic institutions, civil society, government, [authorities] and other key 
partners in order to further research into migrants’ and refugees’ health and 
to enhance capacity for technical cooperation;] [Merge g and h] 


(5) to submit to the Seventy-first World Health Assembly, through the Executive 
Board, a report on the implementation of this resolution. 


' And, where applicable, regional economic integration organizations. 


